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2nd Air Force 

17 August 1942 
to 

23 January 1943 

Ontario, Calif. 
Laurel, Miss. 

Enroute from U.S. to India 

3rd Air Force 

24 January 1943 
to 

15 November 1944 

Laurel, Miss. 
Alexandria, La 

Brownwood, Texas 

10th Air Force 

16 November 1944 
to 

1 July 1945 

Bombay, India 
Asevali, India 
Ledo, India 

Myitkyina, Burma 
Nagaghuli, India 

Enroute from India to U.S. 

China Burma India 
Theater 

( 

14th Air Force 

2 July 1945 
to 

19 November 1945 

Hsing Chiang, China 
Peishyi, China 
Luliane, China 

Kanchrapara, India 

26 September 1944 to 29 October 1944 19 November 1945 to 19 December 1945 

Unit Deactivated at Fort Lewis, Washington 
25 December 1945 





IilSTORICAL DATA PERTAINING TO THE 

115TH OBSERVATION/ LIAISON SQUADRON 

1941 -- .-1945 

On 27 August.1940, a nervous Congress authorized the induction of the National Guard into 
Federal Service. , Seven months later, on lMarch 1941, the 115th Observation Squadron was 
ordered to active duty as-part of the planned strengthening of the Nation.'s.defenses. Shortly ·. 
thereafter; on 13 March, the Squadron moved to a new facility at Sherwood Field, Paso Robles, 
California. Sherwood Field was named after Captain George C. Sherwood, a former 115th pilot 
who was killed.in a civilian flying accidentin 1935. At Sherwood-Field the 115th was assigned to 
the 69th Observation Group, IV Air Support Command, Fourth Air Force. • 

. Setting up their tents in the rain-soaked fields, the Squadron found itself bogged down in a 
quagmire of mud. The first planes to land at the field became ·stuck the moment they taxied· ofl"the 
small runway. It was.an inauspicious beginnjng fur the newly activated airmen. . 

. For the next nine months, life at Paso Robles settled down to a relaxed routine and th~ tense 
international situation was almost forgotten: Like most Americans,' the men of the unit knew that 
with the powerful U.S. fleet stationed in Hawaii, an enemy -invasion of the west ·coast was highly . 
unlikely. The local citizens welcomed the ·Usth. There were street.dances int6wn on weekends 
and on 12 October 1941 the Squadron participated in the·Paso Robles "PioneetDay'' Parade . 

. Entered in the parade'.s float competition was a cleverly built train,: ·constructed by 1 '15th members 
who used the flightline tug as the locomotive. • Dressed as cowboys and: ·lndia:ns, the men staged 
mock hold-ups and Indian raids along -the.parade route, The parade committee awarded 1st Prize to 
the 115th's entry. · • 

.- • Unknown to all but top Amiy Commanders, there were only forty-five modem fighter 
. planes to defend a 1,200 mile section-.of the Pacific coastline. • This -small force was also hampered 
by anacute shortage ofweapons·and ammunition. When the naval defeat at Pearl Harbor suddenly 
e,s:posed our western coast 'in December 1941, the Army's coastal artillery units ( without radar) 
were virtually all that was left to oppose an enemy invasion. The 1 l,5th1s :obseivation services were 
suddenly of prime importance in-the defense of Southern California. 

On .13 December,. six days after the attack on Pearl Harbor; the 115th Observation Squadron 
moved to Morrow Field, near San Bernardino, California. There the Squadron began flying anti­
submarine patrols· in earnest. • Reports of Japanese submarine activity were growing -stronger. · Field 
exercises were also -added to the training-schedule and the 115th began to look more like an infantry 
unit than an Air .Corps squadron . . On 13 January 1942 the 115th Observation Squadron was. 
redesignated 115th Observ~tion Squadron (Light) and it traded in most of its O-47;s for high­
winged O-49's. ·-

On 22 February 1942, 115th pilot Orv Shelton was :flying a tow target aircraft for gunners at 
Fort McArthur when he spotted a Japanese submarine in the Catalina-Channel. On the 23rd, a 
Japanese submarine surfaced north of Santa Barbara and shelled the small hamlet of Ellwood, 
damaging piers and oil wells. On the evening of the 24th, after a series of alerts, set off by reported 
sightings:of Japanese aircraft, the air over Los Angeles erupted with anti-aircraft· fire. 
• By April 1942, reports of enemy submarine.activity had so diminished that the events of 

February-were written off as just a bad case of jitters. It .was not until 1945 that the Japanese Navy 
revealed that its Submarine I-17 had .indeed been in Southern California coastal waters in February 
1942 and that the sub had fired 24 rounds at the hamlet of Ellwood. It was also disclosed that the 
submarine did in fact carry a small airplane which it had launched occasionally. 
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During late December of 1941 and early January of 1942 there were reports of enemy 
submarine pens south of the border in Mexico. This resulted in a clandestine operation known as 
Expedition "E". The 115th provided two 0-49 aircraft, two pilots, two dbservers, one aviation 
mechanic and a truck to the mission. The.aircraft and the vehicle had all of their U.S. Military 
markings over-painted and the airplanes had the word "BROWN'' painted on the undersurface of 
the right wings. Operating out of a ranch in Baj a California, the detachment conducted an aerial 

. reconnaissance of the Mexican coast and determined that there were no suspicious facilities. The 
activity lasted through the end of January i942. One aircraft being flown back to the United States 
at the end of the operation ran out of gas and crash-landed near Ensenada, Mexico . 

. While stationed at Morrow Field, the 115th us.ed the.Bicycle Dry Lake atea known as Garlic 
Springs (northeast of Barstow, California) for gunnery training. Air crews were able to test their 
skills with an unusual variety of aircraft from the 0-38 biplane to the new 0-52 "Owl." · 

• On 29 May 1942 the 115th Observation Squadron relocated to the Municipal Airport at 
Ontario, California, where the unit was literally dumped onto an.empty field. Later, the 102nd 
.Observation Squadron moved in and from these·two units, the 10th was formed. One highlight of 
the units stay at Ontario was a OSO show during the summer of '42. The show featured Benny 
Goodman and-his orchestra with singer. Peggy Lee. 

On 4 July 1942 the 115th was redesignated 115th Observation Squadron (the "Light" was 
dropped). Itwas about this time that the Squadron received its first flight ofBell p:..39 aircraft .. · 
Things were looking up, but before the unit could complete its· change-over to the new airplanes, it 
was ordered to LaureL .Mississippi, leaving the P-39's behind. 
. -The move to Laurel, ,Mississippi took place .between 5 and.11 November 1942. Most of the · 
troops tt:aveled to Mississippi by troop train while six air-crews ferried a like numberofO-47's to 
the new station. .For the first time the 115th was stationed outside of California. 

During the five months the unit was at Laurel, Mississipp~ the Air Corps continued.to draw 
heavily on unit personnel to fill needed vacancies elsewhere. Since the I-15th was initially called to 
active duty.in March of 1941, the Army, in order to-expand its Air Corps, drew heavily on the large 
po_ol of trained, experienced National Guard personne~ using them as· a nucleus. around which they 
formed new fighting units. • So heavily .did it draw upon the· 115th that by the time the unit-left for 

. overseas duty in 1944, notone original member of the unit remained, . 

The 115th Observation Squadron remained at Laurel, Mis~issippi, until 30 March 1943 
when it was moved to Esler Army Air Field, Alexandria, Louisiana. The move took nearly six 

· weeks to.complete and on 2 April 1943, before the move was completed, the unit was redesignated 
115th Liaison Squadron. During the next 18 months, while the Squadron was stationed in Louisiana 
and Texas, it participated in maneuvers and an intensive training program. · The .''Louisiana 
Maneuvers" held in the summer of 1943 was typical of the operations -in which the .Squadron was 
involved during that period. The maneuvers were primarily for the benefit of"green" troops and for 
testing new methods and equipment. This 1943 operation, which took place over vast stretches of 
Louisiana, was a "contest" between the Red and Blue armies. The 11 Sth,provided messenger, 
courier, radio-relay, photo reconnaissance, and rescue services for the Blue Army. 

On 9 September 1944 the 115th Liaison Squadron began its long awaited movement'. · • 
overseas. Th~.first elements left Brownwood, Texas, oil that date, and by 16 September,the entire 
unit was at Camp. Anza, California. The Squadron sailed from Los Angeles, California, aboard the 
General AB. Anderson on the 26th of September and arrived in Bombay, India, on 30 October 
1944~· 
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Assigned to the Tenth Air Force, the 115th spent the period of 31 October - 10 November 
1944 at the Lake Beal Replacement Center near Asevali, India. By 24 November 1944 the 
Squadron was attached to the 1st Liaison Group (Provisional) and was stationed at the Liaison 
Airstrip at Ledo, India. More than a month was spent in orientation flights and other training 
operations, but by January 1945 the Squadron had gained sufficient experience to begin full-scale 
operational duties. At that time the unit was divided temporarily: 

1) A detachment remained at Ledo to serve the Rear Echelon of the Northern Combat Area 
CommandP ..and. to work with.the Chinese Army in .India in the furtherance of its training program. 
[In the second case, Squadron missions consisted largely of coordinating air-to-ground 
communications both with artillery and with arrnored_forc.es_J 

2) Several men were sent on Detached Service (DS) with the Air Jungle Rescue unit, to 
help in the return of downed .fi_ghter _pilots or bomber crews .that had been forced . .to make crash 
landings. The Squadron, as a whole, was soon to work hand in hand with this organization and, in 
the hope of locating lost airmen, was often to fly reconnaissance and search missions far behind the 
enemy's lines. 

3) The remainder of the 115th Squadron moved from Ledo, India, to the Liaison Strip at 
Myitkyina (pronounced Michinaw), Bunna. where it took over the duties of the 5th Liaison 
Squadron, which departed to a more advanced position. Operations there included evacuation of 
the wound~d, air rescue, the spotting of enemy gunfire, * direction of strafing and bombing attacks, 
and responses to such requests as air transport for commanders, the carrying of official orders, the 
coordination of road movements, and--the bringing in of supplies. 

* Some missions were flown with the 1st Chinese Army as well as the Advance Echelon of 
the Northern Combat Area Command. A few pilots of the Squadron worked in conjunction 
with the 1st Tactical Air Communications Squadron, directing the strafing and dive­
bombing attacks made by fighter aircraft. 

At the end of February 1945, a front-line detachment was assigned to the Kutkai, Burma, 
Air Strip, where full-scale operations were established in this forward area. On 13 March 1945, this 
detachment moved to the Lashio Airstrip only a few days after the town and strip had fallen to the 
advancing Allied army. 

With the close of the Northern and Central Burma campaign, operations declined, although 
throughout April the 115th Liaison Squadron continued to maintain a detachment at Lashio. From 
the base at Myitkyina, the April missions were largely routine in character. They were, however, 
not without hazard. Because of the isolation of the forward areas to which medical supplies, mail, 
and other cargo were brought, pilots often were forced to land in rice paddies, or on small strips 
hewn from the jungle. 

The Squadron had expected to remain in Burma for some time, but changes in the plans of 
the 10th Air Force resulted in the transfer of the 115th to Nagaghuli, India. This took place between 
9 May and 20 July 1945. On 6 July the 115th Liaison Squadron was transferred to the 14th Air 
Force and moved to Chengkung, China. 

Between 24 July and 1 August 1945 the 115th was attached to the 312th Fighter Squadron at 
Hsingchiang, China, however, on 11 August the Squadron began a move to Peishiya, China, and 
then on to Luliane, China, where it remained until 13 October 1945, by which time the war had 
ended. 

The Squadron had been declared "surplus" on 20 September and on 13-16 October 1945 the 
unit was detached·from the 14th Air Force and moved to Kanchrapara, ·India, where, on 19 
November 1945 it departed for the United States aboard the SS Marine Devil. 
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On 19 December 1945, the 115th arrived at Seattle, Washington, and after disembarking the 
unit was transported to FT. Lewis, Washington. A few days later, on 25 December 1945, the 115th 
Liaison was deactivated from Federal Service. 

AIRCRAFT FLOWN BY THE 115TH OBSERVATION/ LIAISON SQDN. 
1941 -- 1945 

As 115th Observation Squadron 

Douglas 0-3.8E 
Stinson 0-49 

North American 0-47 A & B 
Curtiss 0-52 

North American BC-IA 
Bell P-39 

As 115th Liaison Squadron . 

Stinson L-1 
VulteeL-5 

Taylorcraft L-2 PiperL-4 

Maj. William T. Henry 

Capt. Orville W. Shelton 
Capt. Leon R. Mc Mullen 
Capt. Joseph G. Roberts 
Capt. Donald J. Byer, Jr. 
I Lt. Charles A Milburn 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 

Mar 1941 -- August 1942 

15 April 1943 -- 26 April 1943 
26 April 1943 -- August 1943 

August 1943 - 12 August 1944 
12 August 1944 -- 18 September 1945 
18 September 1945 -- 25 December 1945 



115TH OBSERVATION I LIAISON SQUADRON STATION LIST 

3 MARCH 1941 -- 25 DECEMBER 1945 

As 115th Observation Squadron 

Griffith Park Airfield, Los Angeles, California 

Sherwood Field, Paso Robles, California 

Morrow Field, San Bernardino, California 

Ontario Airport, Ontario, California 

Laurel Army Air Field, Laurel Mississippi 

As 115th Liaison Squadron 

Esler Field, Alexandria, Louisiana 

Pollock Field, Alexandria, Louisiana • 

No. Camp Polk Landing Strip, Louisiana 

Leesville, Louisiana 

Pollock Field, Alexandria, Louisiana 

Army Air Field, Brownwood, Texas 

Camp Anza, California 

Los Angeles Port of Embarkation, California 

At Sea aboard General A.E. Anderson 

Bombay, India 

Lake Beal Replacement Center, Asevali, India 

Parvadipore, India 

Liaison Airstrip, Ledo, India 

Detachment sent to Myitkyina, Burma 

Squadron at Myitkyina, Burma 

3 Mar 1941 -- 13 Mar 1941 

13 Mar 1941 -- 12 Dec 1941 

13 Dec 1941 -- 29 May 1942 

29 May 1942 . -- Nov 1942 

5 Nov 1942 -- 30 Mar 1943 

30 Mar 1943 -- 20 May 1943 

20 May 1943 -- 20 Jul 1943 

20 Jul 1943 -- 6 Aug 1943 

7 Aug 1943 - 22 Aug 1943 

23 Aug 1943 -- 20 Nov 1943 

21 Nov 1943 -- 9-14 Sep 1944 · 

l2-16 Sep 1944 -- 24 Sep 1944 

24 Sep 1944 -- 25 Sep 1944 

26 Sep 1944 -- 29 Oct 1944 

30 Oct 1944 - 31 Oct 1944 

31 Oct 1944 -- 10 Nov 1944 

11 Nov 1944-23 Nov 1944 

24 Nov 1944 -- 20 Jan 1945 

3 Jan 1945 

21 ran· 1945 -- 23 Apr 1945 





115th Liaison Squadron Station List (Continued) 

Ground element to Dinjin, India 24 Apr 1945 -- 9 May 1945 

Squadron at Nagaghuli, India 9 May 1945 -- 20 Jul 1945 

Chengkung, China 20 Jul 1945 -- 22 Jul 1945 

Hsing Chiang, China 

Peishyi, China 

Luliane, China 

Kanchrapara, India 

At sea aboard SS Marine Devil 

Seattle and Fort Lewis, Washington 

(Deactivated from federal Service 25 Dec 1945) 

23 Jul 1945 -- 10 Aug 1945 

11 Aug 1945 ·-- 2 Oct 1945 

2 Oct 1945 -- 13 Oct 1945 . 

13 Oct 1945 -- 19 Oct 1945 

19 Nov 1945 -- 19 Dec 1945 

19 Dec 1945 -- 25 Dec 1945 

/ 





115TH OBSERVATION/ LIAISON SQUADRON 

ORGANIZATIONAL STATUS 

1941 - 1945 

Ordered to Active Military Service . 

At Griffith Park Airfield, California, on 3 March 1941. WD Ltr. AG 325 (5 Feb 41) MCM, dated 
8 February 194 L 

Redesignated 

I 15th Observation Squadron (Light). WD Ltr. AG 320.2 (12-26-41) MR.-M-AAF, dated 13 January 
1942. 

Redesignated 

115th Observation Squadron. WD Ltr. AG 320.2 (7-3-42) MR.-M-AAF, dated 4 July 1942. 

• Redesignated 

llSthLiaison Squadron. WD Ltr. 320.2 (4-1-43) OB-1-AFDPU-M, dated 2 April 1943. 

Inactivated 

At Ft. Lewis, Washington, on 25 December 1945. Pursuant to WD Ltr. AG 322 (21 Sep 45) 
QB'.f-SPMOU-M, dated 25 September 1945. . • -





115TH OBSERVATION / LIAISON SQUADRON 

USAAF ASSIGNMENTS 

3 Mar 1941 -- 25 Dec 1945 

3 March 1941 Fourth Air Force; IV Air Support Command; 69th Observation Group. 

5 January 1942 (c) Fourth Air Force; IV Ground Air Support Command; 69th Obser. Group 

17 August 1942 Second Air Force; Il Air Support Command; 69th Observation Group 

24 January 1943 . Third Air Force; Il Air Support Command; 69th Observation Group 

9 April 1943 Third Air Force; Il Air Support Command; 69th Reconnaissance Group 

15 August 1943 Third Air Force; Il Tactical Air Division 

23 April 1944 Third Air Force; I Tactical Air Division 

2 May 1944 Third Air Force; Ill Tactical Air Division 

16 November 1944 Tenth Air For~e; 1st Liaison Group (Provisional) 

2 July 1945 Fourteenth Air Force 

21 July 1945 Fourteenth Air Force; 312th Fighter Wing (Special) 

25 December 1945 Deactivated at Ft. Lewis, Washington. 

BATTLE HONORS 

a Battle Star authorized for participation of the 115th Liaison Squadron in the Central Burma 
Campaign (WD GO 12, dated 1 February 1946) 
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Photo section 
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1941 -1945 
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Photo 1 

' I 

Aerial view of the 115th active duty deployment at Sherwood Field, Paso Robles, CA in the fall of 
1941 . The hangar at the right had only recently been completed. 

Aerial view of Morrow Field (later Norton AFB), San Bernardino, CA, taken on February 20, 1942. 
The 115th was based at Morrow Field from December of 1941 until late May of 1942. 



Photo 2 

115th pilots, Bob Feist, Bob Dodson and Bill Henry pose with a Stinson 0-49 (later L-1) during 
refueling stop en-route from the factory in Oklahoma to Morrow Field, CA. 

Capt. Bill Henry~ CO of the 115th
, on the wing 

of an 0-47 at the Garlic Springs gunnery range, 
northeast of Barstow, CA. 

For a brief period in 1942, the 115th 
was to be equipped with Bell P-39s, 
however, this fell through before they 
could become operational in that A/C. 



115th 1941-1945 Photo 3 

This group photo of the 115th officers was taken at Ontario Airport in July of 1942. The squadron 
relocated to Ontario in MaYof 1942. Squadron CO, Capt. Bill Henry, is at right end of front row. 

In November of 1942, the 115th relocated to Laurel, Mississippi. Six crews ferried 6 O-47s to Laurel 
and, as indicated in this photo, at least one aircraft carried a valuable cargo. (L to R) Oscar Chappa, 
Jack Quinn, "Tex" Johnson and Lee Ellmaker. 



Photo 4 115th 1941-1945 

--- -- - -

During WW-II, experienced Guard personnel were often transferred to other newer units to form a 
nucleus of experienced people. This photo, taken at Laurel, MS, in March of 1943, shows the only 
men left from the original 115th Observation Squadron who were called to active duty in March of 
1941. They are posing in fr0nt of an 0-4 7. (Standing: Adam Windberg, #4; Doug King, # 11) 

Enlisted pilot, Sgt. Jim Nichols, was one of those transferred to other units. This photo shows Jim 
and his Vultee L-5 at a New Guinea airstrip. He had recently attempted to rescue a downed P-40 
pilot from behind enemy lines only to be downed himself. An Australian guide was parachuted into 
the jungle to lead them out. They spent 28 days dodging Japanese troops before reaching safety. 



115th 1941 - 1945 Photo 5 
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This photo of a 115th L-5 was taken at a small airstrip near Ledo, India. 
The aircraft is being fitted with 75 pound parachute packs used to re­
supply Allied guerilla units operating behind enemy lines. The "Aussie" 
hat was a favorite of many of the pilots in the jungle environment. 
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Aerial photo of the Liaison airfield at Myitkyina (pronounced michinaw), Burma. This was the base 
of operations for the 115th Liaison Squadron during the early part of 1945. 





A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE 

62ND FIGHTER WING 

1942 - 1945 

Note: On 1 November 1950, the 62nd Fighter Wing 
was renumbered to 146th Fighter Wing 
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WHERE WE SERVED DURING WORLD WAR II 

146th Wing (as the 62nd Fighter Wing) 

Activated as the 1st Air Defense Wing at Mitchel Field, Hemstead, NY 

1st Air Force 

12 December 1942 
to 

27 January 1943 

Mitchel Field, N.Y. 

Enroute from N.Y. to Oran, Algeria 
13 January 1943 to 28 January 1943 

12 December 1942 -

Mediterranean 
Allied Air Forces 

Wing Deactivated at Naples, Italy 
12 September 1945 

12th Air Force 

28 January 1943 
to 

12 September 1945 

Oran, Algeria 
Palermo, Sicily 

Naples, Italy 

Redesignated as 62nd Fighter Wing 
15 July 1943 





HISTORY OF THE 
146th WING 

December 1942 -- 1945 

Revised 22 March 2004 

Note: Before delving into the history of the Wing, which was originally constituted during 
World War II as the 62nd Fighter Wing, one must first briefly review the Army Air Forces 
organizational set-up at that time. 

During the war, Wings were non-administrative bodies, concerned chiefly with 
tactical plans and operations. They were normally made up of a Headquarters and 
Headquarters Squadron, plus two or more Groups. Groups were assigned and reassigned as 
the tactical and strategic situation warranted; consequently, over time, many different groups 
and squadrons may have operated as part of the 62nd Fighter Wing. • 

On December 12, 1942, the Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron, First Air 
Defense Wing (later designated the 62nd Fighter Wing) was activated at Mitchel Field, New 
York under the command of Brig. General Elwood R Quesada. The unit sailed from New 
York on January 13, 1943 aboard the Shawnee and arrived at Oran, Algeria on 28 January 
1943. Assigned to the 12th Air Force, the 62nd Headquarters moved to Casablanca, French 
Morocco, where it began combat operations. From that point on, the Wing and its 
subordinate units would play a prominent role in the Allied conquest of the Mediterranean 
reg10n. 

When the Germans counterattacked at Kasserine Pass in Tunisia, the unit's squadrons 
attacked enemy columns, tanks, and supply centers, provided escorts for bombers and flew 
reconnaissance missions. The German counterattack was thwarted and by 7 May 1943 the 
North African campaign essentially came to a close with the fall of Tunis and Bizerte. 

With North Africa secured, Allied air forces concentrated on the softening up of Sicily 
and Italy. On 10 July the Wing began flying missions to Sicily and when the invasion of 
Sicily began on 10 July 1943, units of the Wing provided air cover for the beachheads and 
ranged inland to attack enemy concentrations throughout the island. Thirty eight days later, 1 

Sicily was in Allied hands. In the meantime, on 15 July 1943 the Wing was redesignated the 
62nd Fighter Wing. 

On 25 July 1943 the 62nd Fighter Wing moved to Palermo, Sicily, from where it 
began making strikes against targets in Italy. On 9 September 1943, when General Mark 
Clark's Fifth Army landed at Salerno, Italy, units of the 62nd Wing again provided air cover 
for the invasion. After the beachhead was established, the Wing' s units supported the Army' s 
advance northward. The 62nd Fighter Wing moved its headquarters to Naples, Italy, on 20 
October 1943, just three weeks after that city fell to American ground forces. . 

From bases in Naples and nearby Antignano, the 62nd continued to provide air cover 
and close support to ground forces as they slowly fought their way northward past Monte 
Casino, battled their way out of the Anzio beachhead, captured Rome and moved into the Po 
Valley. 

The 62nd Fighter Wing Headquarters moved to Pomigliano Airdrome in August of 
1945. It remained there until the Wing was deactivated on 12 September 1945. 
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During the course of the war, units of the 62nd flew virtually every type of allied 
fighter aircraft: British Spitfires, P-40 Warhawks, P-38 Lightnings, P-39 Airacobras, P-61 
Black Widows, and P-51 Mustangs. They operated from makeshift bases in North Africa, 
Sicily, and scattered along the Italian front. 

Included among the outstanding units which served under the 62nd' s command were 
the 1st Brazilian Fighter Squadron, whose pilots compiled an impressive record in support of 
Allied ground elements in Italy, and the sharp-shooting, all black 332nd Fighter Group under 
the command of Col. Benjamin 0. Davis. The 99th Fighter Squadron, part of the 332nd, 
managed to shoot down 8 Nazi planes during one of its first encounters with the enemy. Lt. 
Clarence P. Lester of the 99th managed to shoot down 3 enemy planes on a single mission. 

Lt. Raymond Knight, a pilot with the 3 50th Fighter Group, was awarded the 
Congressional Medal of Honor (posthumously) for his heroic actions over Northern Italy on 
25 April 1944. • 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 

Brig. General Elwood A Quesada 
Other Wing Commanders Unknown. 

12 December 1942 -- 1943 

ORGANIZATIONAL STATUS 

Activated 
As 1st Air Defense Wing, on 12 December 1942 at Mitchel Field New York, GO 31 Hq. 1st 
Fighter Command, pursuant to AG 320.2 (5 Dec 42) OB-1-AF-M dated 12 December 1942. 

Redesignated 
62nd Fighter Wing, Ltr. AG 322 (7-15-43) OB-I-AFRPG-M dated 24 July 1943. 

Deactivated 
In Naples, Italy, 12 September 1945, per AG 322 (7 Sep 45) OB-I-SPMOD-M dated 
11 September 1945. 

Reactivated 
As 62nd Fighter Wing and allotted to the National Guard, effective 24 May 1946, per AG 322 
(26 Nov 45) AO-I-AFCOR-M dated 5 December 1946. 

ASSIGNMENTS 

First Air Force; 1st Fighter Command: 
Twelfth Air Force; Northwest Africa Coastal Air F0rce: 
Twelfth Air Force; XII Fighter Command: 

12 Dec 1942 --,. 13 Jan 1942 
28 Jan 1943 -- ~'5 July 1943 
25 July 1943 -- 1\ Sep 1945 



History of the 146th Wing (62nd Fighter Wing), 1942 - 1945 

STATION LIST 

Page3 

Mitchel Field, New York 
New York Port of Embarkation 
At sea aboard SS Shawnee 
Oran, Algeria 
Casablanca, French Morocco 
Sousse, Tunisia 
Palermo, Sicily 
Naples, Italy 
Antignano, Italy 
Pomigliano, Italy 

12 Dec 1942 -- 13 Jan 1943 
13 Jan 1943 -- 13 Jan 1943 
13 Jan 1943 -- 28 Jan 1943 
28 Jan 1943 -- 30 Jan 1943 
30 Jan 1943 -- 14 May 1943 
14 May 1943 -- 25 Jul 1943 
25 July 1943 -- 20 Oct 1943 
20 Oct 1943 -- 15 Sep 1944 
15 Sep 1944 -- Aug 1945 

Aug 1945 -- 12 Sep 1945 

Note: Personnel returned to U.S. by first available water transportation. 

A SUMMARY OF UNITS ASSIGNED TO THE 62ND FIGHTER WING 

A Listing of Groups and Squadrons Assigned, 194 3 to 194 5 

I 

II 

m 

IV 

V 

VI 

VII 

52nd Fighter Group 
a. 2nd Fighter Squadron 
b. 4th Fighter Squadron 
c. 5th Fighter Squadron 

81 st Fighter Group 
a. 91 st Fighter Squadron 
b. 92nd Fighter Squadron 
c. 93rd Fighter Squadron 

332nd Fighter Group 
a. 99th Fighter Squadron 
b. 100th Fighter Squadron 
c. 301st Fighter Squadron 
d. 302nd Fighter Squadron 

350th Fighter Group 
a. 345th Fighter Squadron 
b. 346th Fighter Squadron 
c. 347th Fighter Squadron 

414th Night Fighter Squadrnn 

415th Night Fighter Squadron 

416th Night Fighter Squadron 

8 Nov 42 -- 3 Dec 43 
" " 
" " 
" " 

5 Jan 43 Feb 44 
" " 
" " 
" " 

5 Feb 44 -- May44 
" " 
" " 
" " 
" " 

Sep 44 -- Jul 45 
" " 
" " 
" " 

21 Sep 44 -- 1 Apr 45 

20 Jun 43 -- 7 Aug 43 

28 Jan 44 -- 4 Sep 44 
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52nd Fighter Group, 12th Air Force, XII Fight~r Command, 62nd Fighter Wing: 

1. Campaigns: 
Air Offensive, Europe; Algeria-French Morocco; Tunisia; 
Sicily; Naples-Foggia; Rome-Arno. 

2. Aircraft Flown: P-39 and Spitfire, 1943. 

3. Stations: a. 8 Nov 1942 
b. 12 Nov 1942 
C. 1 Jan 1943 
d. 9 Mar 1943 
e. 14 Apr 1943 
f. 21 May 1943 
g. 1 Aug 1943 
h. 3 Dec 1943 

Tafaraoui, Algeria 
La Senia, Algeria 
Orleansville, Algeria 
Youks-Les-Bains, Algeria 
Le Sers, Tunisia 
La Sebala, Tunisia 
Boccadifalco, Sicily 
Corsica 

4. Activities: 

Oct-Nov 1942 

Nov 42 - May 44 

The 52nd flew Spitfires from Gibralter to Algeria during the 
invasion ofNorth Africa on 8 Nov 42. 
Flew escort, patrol, strafing and reconnaissance missions in 
Tunisia. 
Took part in the conquest of Sicily. 
Attacked railroads, highways, bridges, coastal shipping, and 
other targets in support of Allied operations in Italy. 

81st Fighter Group; 12th Air Force; XII Fighter Command; 62nd Fighter Wing: 

1. Campaigns: 

2. 

3. 

Air Combat, BAME Theater; Algeria-French Morocco; Tunisia; 
Sicily; Naples-Foggia; Anzio; Rome-Amo. 

Aircraft Flown: P-39, 1942-1944; P-38, 1943-1944; P-40 & P-47, 1944; 

Stations: 5 Jan 1943 
22 Jan 1943 
17 Feb 1943 
22 Feb 1943 
24 Feb 1943 

Mar 1943 
26 May 1943 
10 Aug 1943 
12 Oct 1943 

Feb 1944 

Mediouna, French Morocco 
Thelepte, Tunisia 
Le Kouif Airfield, Algeria 
Y ouks-Les-Bains, Algeria 
Thelepte, Tunisia 

Algeria 
Monastir, Tunisia 
Sidi Ahmed, Tunisia 
Castelvetrano, Sicily 
Montecorvino, Italy 
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81st Fighter Group (continued) 

4. Activities: 
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Arrived in French Morocco with invading forces on 8 Nov 1942. Flying units arrived in early 
February 1943. Supported ground operations during the Allied drive against Axis forces in 
Tunisia. Patrolled the coast of Africa and protected Allied shipping in the Mediterranean Sea, 
April to July 1943. Provided cover for the convoys that landed troops on Pantelleria on 11 
June 1943, and on Sicily on 10 July 1943 . . Supported the landings at Anzio on 22 Jan 1944 
and flew patrols in the area for a short time. 

332nd Fighter Group: 12th Air Force: XII Fighter Command: 62nd Wing: 

1. Campaigns: Air Combat, EAME Theater; Sicily; Naples-Foggia; Anzio; Rome-Arno. 

Operations: Combat in MTO & ETO, 2 June 1943 - 30 April 1945. 

2. Aircraft Flown: P-40, 1943-1944; P-39, 1944; P-51, 1944; P-47, 1944. 

3. Stations: • 3 Feb 1944 Montecorvino, Italy 
15 Apr 1944 Capodichino, Italy 

. 28 May 1944 Ramitelli Airfield, Italy 
4 May 1945 Cattolica, Italy 

4. Activities: 

Began operations with 12th Air Force in Italy on 5 Feb 1944. Used P-39's to escort convoys, 
protect harbors, and fly armed reconnaissance missions. Converted to P-4 7' s during April-
May 1944. Flew bomber escort missions (Note: Not one bomber was lost to enemy fighters 
while being escorted by 332nd aircraft.) • 

350th Fighter Group: 12th Air Force: XII Tactical Command: 62nd Fighter Wing: 

1. Campaigns: Air Combat, EAME Theater; Tunisia; Sicily; Naples-Foggia; 
Rome-Amo; North Apennines; Po Valley. 

Operations: Combat in MTO & ETO, January 1943 to 2 may 1945. 

2. Aircraft Flown: P-47, 1944-1945. 

3. Stations: 8 Sep 1944 
2 Dec 1944 

Tarquinia, Italy 
Pisa, Italy (to 14 July 1945) 
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350th Fighter Group (Continued) 

4. Activities: 
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Operated primarily in support of Allied forces in Italy until the end of the war, bombing and 
strafing rail facilities, shipping docks, radar and transformer stations, power lines, bridges, 
motor transports and military installations. Covered Allied landings on Elba in June 1944. 
Supported· the invasion of Southern France in August 1944. 

Night Fighter Squadrons, while assigned to: 12th Air Force: XXII Fighter Command: 62nd 
Fighter Wing 

1. Campaigns: Sicily; Naples-Foggia; Rome-Arno; Po Valley; North Apennines. 

Operations: Combat in MTO, 1943-1945. 

2. Aircraft Flown: 

414th Night Fighter Sqdn.: Beaufighter, 1943, 1944, 1945. 
P-38, 1945 
P-51, 1945 

P-61, 1945 

415th Night Fighter Sqdn. : A-20, 1943 
P-70, 1943 
Beaufighter, 1943. 

416th Night Fighter Sqdn.: Beaufighter, 1943-1944 
Mosquito, 1944 

3. Stations: 414th Sqdn.: 

415th Sqdn. : 

5 Sep 1944 
13 Oct 1944 
25 Nov 1944 
22 Jun 1943 
25 Jun 1943 

29 Jul 1943 

Corsica 
Pisa, Italy 
Pontedera, Italy 
La Sabala, Tunisia 
Monastir, Tunisia ( detachments operated from 
Protville, Tunisia, 23-29 Jui 1943.) 
La Sabala, Tunisia 
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3. Stations (continued) 

416th Sqdn. : 28 Jan 1944 Pornigliano, Italy 
( detachments operated from Tre Cancello 
Landing Strip, 14 Jun- 8 Jul 1944; Tarquinia, 
Italy, 8 Jul - 4 Sep 44; Alghero, Sicily, 14-22 
Aug 1944; Borga, Corsica, 14-23 Aug 1944). 

1 Sep 1944 Rosignano, Italy 
(detachments operated from Pornigliano, Italy, 
1-9 Sep 1944). 

This concludes the History of the 146th Wing (62nd Fighter Wing) from 1942 - 1945. 

_J 









A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE 

373rd FIGHTER GROUP 

1943 - 1945 

Note: On 14 September 1946, the 373rd Fighter Group 
was allotted to the National Guard and was 

renumbered to 146th Fighter Group 





( ( -
WHERE WE SERVED DURING WORLD WAR II 

373rd (146th) Fighter Group 
410th (195th), 411th (196th), 412th (197th) Fighter Squadrons 

1st Air Force 

15 August 1943 
to 

3 April 1944 
and 

20 August 1945 
to 

7 November 1945 

Springfield, Mass. 
Goldsboro, N. Car. 
Hempstead, N.Y. 

Enroute from N.Y. to England 
23 March 1944- 3 April 1944 

Constituted at Westover Field, Springfield, Mass. 
15 August 1943 

9th Air Force 

4 April 1944 
to 

24 July 1945 

Woodchurch, Kent, England 
Tour-En-Bessin, France 

St. James, France 
Reims, France 

Le Culot, Belgium 
Venlo, Holland 

Lippstadt, Gennany 
Illesheim, Gennany 

England 

Inactivated at Mitchel Field, N.Y. 
7 November 1945 

* 'I. 
2nd Air Force 

4 August 1945 
to 

20 August 1945 

Sioux Falls, S. Dale. 

Enroute from England to Newport News, Va. 
25 July 1945 - 1 August 1945 





A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE 146th (373rd
) FIGHTER GROUP 

1943 -1945 

During World War II the 146th Fighter Group (then designated the 373d Fighter Group) 
participated in the aerial operations which made possible the establishment of the Normandy 
beachhead and the rapid advance of Allied ground forces into Germany. Although in combat only 
12 months, thy Group took part in 6 campaigns and was awarded one Distinguished Unit Citation 
for outstanding performance of duty in .action. 

In as much as -the 373rd Fighter Group was made up of the 410th
, 411 th, and 412th Fighter 

Squadrons, this history summary shall also serve as the unit history of those three squadrons (later 
to be designated the 195th

, 196th and 197th Fighter Squadrons, respectively). 

* * * 

The 146th Fighter Group was originally constituted as the 373d Fighter Group on 25 May 
1943. The group, consisting of the 410th, 411th, and 412th Fighter Squadrons, was activated at 
Westover Field, Massachusetts, on 15 August 1943. The original personnel for the 373d were 
supplied by the 326th Fighter Group. Training for the 373d Fighter Group began at Westover Field 
in September 1943 and was continued at Norfolk Army Air Base, Virginia, where the unit moved 
on 22 October. 

On 12 February 1944 the Group's training was brought to a halt and the organization 
prepared for its departure overseas. The Group moved to Camp Shanks, New York, on 15 March. 
One week later the unit's personnel moved to the New York Port of Embarkation, boarded the HMS 
Duchess of Bedford, and on the following day sailed for Great Britain. The ship reached Greenock, 
Scotland, on 3 April, and the men disembarked and moved to their new station at Woodchurch, 
Kent, England. During the remainder of the month the Group prepared for combat operations by 
flying training missions. Some of the pilots, in order to gain experience, participated in missions 
with the 358th Fighter Group. 

The 373d Fighter Group flew its first combat mission - a fighter sweep over the coast of 
France - on 8 May 1944. No aerial opposition or flak was encountered and all planes retun,ied 
safely to their base. Three days later the unit escorted a group of B-26's to France. Then, on the 
21st, the organization participated in its first strike into Germany, when 50 of its P-47's conducted a 
fighter sweep over the lower Ruhr Valley. 

The unit met its first enemy air opposition on the mission of 24 May, when it was attacked 
by seven FW-190's while escorting ·bombers to Belgium. In the ensuing engagement Lieutenant 
Everett E. Peters of the 412th Squadron shot down one of the enemy attackers. Three days later the 
Group completed its first dive-bombing mission - a strike against a railway bridge in the vicinity of 
Rpuen. During another strike on that same target later in the day, the unit's pilots scored three 
direct hits. 

The missions accomplished by the 373d Fighter Group in May 1944 prepared the unit for 
the tremendous tasks it was to undertake during the month of June. In all, the 373d completed 54 
missions, consisting of 1,532 sorties, during the month. Fourteen of its missions were flown on D­
Day (6 June), when it patrolled the beaches and provided top cover for other outfits in dive­
bombing attacks against enemy targets. 

In the days succeeding the successful establishment of the Normandy beachhead the 373d 
• Group swept behind enemy lines, attacking motor convoys, troops, transportation facilities, and 
other interdictory targets, in an effort to isolate the battlefield. Often the pilots directed their strikes 
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against any target of opportunity which would hamper the movement of enemy supplies, hinder 
communications, and check the flow of German reinforGements to the front. 

On 25 June the 411 th Squadron became the .first component of the 3 73d Fighter Group to 
land in France. On that day the squadron was sent out to patrol the area between Le Havre and Cap 
de Barfleur. When their fuel supply was nearly exhausted the squadron's P-4Ts were relieved by 
aircraft from one of the other squadrons, and the pilots landed at Azeville on the Cherbourg 
Peninsula At that landing strip the planes were refueled and the pilots took off to patrol the same 
area. Later they returned to their base at W oodchurch, England. 

Although the. 373d Group was primarily concerned With ground support and interdiction 
operations, it did, on several occasions, engage the enemy in aerial combat. For example, on 7 
June, one day after the landings, the 410th Fighter Squadron accounted for three aerial victories. 
Two of those enemy planes were downed by Captain Cowell Vari Derventer, and the other was 
destroyed by Lieutenant William R. Eichelberger. On 29 June, while the 411th Fighter Squadron 
was providing top cover for a dive-bombing strike against rolling stock in the Le Mans-Tours area, 
its pilots ran into seven Me-109's. In the battle which ensued the 411th's pilots chalked up five 
aerial victories. 

The movement of the 373d Fighter Group to France in July 1944 hindered its operations 
during the latter part of the month; however, in Au~st the Group's operations were once again in 
high gear. With reduced flying distance to and from the front lines, the unit was able to complete 
94 missions during the month. Most of those missions were in support of General George Patton's 
Third Army, which during the month burst out of Normandy and into Brittany, conquered all of that 
peninsula except three stubborn port cities, and swept 140 miles past liberated Paris to Within 60 
miles of the German border. 

During that rapid advance across France the 373d Fighter Group and other XIX Tactical Air 
Command units blazed the way for General Patton's tank columns. The 373d, along With the other 
units, provided "umbrella cover" for the advancing ground forces, knocked out enemy rail 
transportation, and struck again and again at enemy tanks, gun emplacements, troop concentrations 
and strong-points. 

Late in August and early in September the 373d Fighter Group devoted much of its attention 
to blasting the German fortifications at Brest. After the Third Army burst out of No~andy at 
A vranches on 1 August and began its rapid advance to the east, the first real stumbling blqck was 
met at Brest. The old fortifications of that city had been reinforced by the Germans and presented a 
most formidable barrier. In spite of repeated air attacks and shelling by 31 artillery battalions, the 
enemy" still held on to his position . 

. Early in September the Ninth Air Force made the city its primary objective. In addition to 
continuing its air attacks With bombardment aircraft, the Ninth Air Force directed eight fighter 
groups (the 373d was one of them), consisting of approximately 400 planes, to provide air 
cooperation for the troops assaulting the city. Continuous dive-bombing and strafing attacks by the 
373d Fighter Group and its sister organizations finally forced the enemy to Withdraw into the city • 
itself. In the final phase of the assault the 373d continued to attack enemy strong-points which were 
obstructing the progress of our ground troops. 

After 12 September, the 373d Fighter Group returned to supporting the front line elements 
of General Patton's Third Army. Despite the fact that the unit's base was far from the front lines, it 
completed 67 dive-bombing and reconnaissance missions - some of them to targets as far away as 
Luxembourg and Saarbrucken. 
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On 1 October 1944 the 373d Fighter Group was transferred from the XIX Tactical Air 
Command to the newly formed XXIX Tactical Air Command. Thereafter the 373d sought to isolate 
the front line battle areas by cutting rail lines and by destroying bridges and other transportation 
targets; and it gave direct ground support to elements of the Ninth Army by hitting enemy strong­
points, tanks, and gun positions. 

Late in October the group moved to LeCulot, Belgium, where it was located when, on 16 
December, the Germans began their historic breakthrough which resulted in the "Battle of the 
Bulge". From 19 to 23 December, while the Germans smashed Allied positions, Allied airpower lay 
helpless, grounded by unfavorable weather conditions which helped to shield the German thrust. 
Then, on 24 December, the weather cleared and the 373d Group and other air units flew attack after 
attack in support of our beleaguered ground forces through the remainder of December and during 
the entire month of January 1945. The German thrust was checked, and the enemy was slowly 
pushed back. So effective were the Allied aerial blows that by 1 February our ground forces had 
regained all of the positions held prior to 16 December. 

Throughout the entire battle the 373d Group played a small, but significant role. Despite 
swirling snow, impenetrable fog, freezing rain, and biting cold weather, the Group flew 13 missions 
during the month of Ja,nuary. Typical of the results attained in the missions were those of January 
1st. On that day the unit destroyed 18 vehicles, 27 buildings, 15 railroad cars and 4 tanks. It also 
effected 19 road and railroad cuts. 

In February 1945 the Germans, with their attempted breakthrough thwarted, were retreating 
rapidly. To cut off that retreat and to prevent the Germans from forming a formidable line of 
defense, the 373d Fighter Group and other XXIX Tactical Air Command units made repeated 
attacks against the enemy's retreating columns and against transportation targets behind enemy 
lines. During the month the Group destroyed a total of 605 buildings, 412 railroad cars, 12 
locomotives, 88 motor vehicles, and 2 tanks. The unit also effected 193 railroad and road cuts, and 
it blasted bridges, supply dumps, ammunition stores, gun positions and pockets of resistance. 
Operations of that type continued until the war came to an end early in May 1945. 

Before closing the combat chapter of the 373d's history, mention should be made of the 
mission conducted on 2,0 March 1945, when the Group's pilots destroyed or damaged 119 enemy 
aircraft on the ground. At the end of that day's operation Colonel James C. McGehee, the Group's 
Commanding Officer, stated: "Our boys got tired of waiting for the Krauts to come up and fight ~o 
they went down and got the Boche on the ground." ,, 

When the war ended the 373d Fighter Group was stationed at Lippstadt, Germany. Later in 
the month the unit moved to Illesheim, Germany, where "it remained until some time in July. The 
Group then moved back to England, where on 25 July it boarded the SS West Point and sailed for 
the United States. 

After arriving at the Hampton Roads Port of Embarkation on 1 August, the Group moved to 
Camp Patrick Henry, Virginia. On the following day the 373d was transferred to Sioux Falls Army 
Air Field, South Dakota. The Group's stay at that base was short, for on 17 August it moved to 
Seymour-Johnson Field, North Carolina, and then to Mitchel Field, New York, on 28 September. 
Less than two months later, on 7 November 1945, the 373d Fighter Group was inactivated. 
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ORGANIZATIONAL STATUS 

Constituted 

Page4 

. Headquarters, 373d Fighter Group. WD Ltr. AG322 (5-24-43) OB-1-AFRPG-M, 25 May 1943. 

Activated 

At Westover Field, Massachusetts, on 15 August 1943. GO 52, Hq., I Fighter Command, 12 June 
1943, pursuant to the above-cited Ltr., dated 25 May 1943. 

Redesignated 

Headquarters, 373d Fighter Group, Single Engine, on 28 April 1944. Pursuant to WD Ltr. AG 
320.2 (31 Jul 43) PE-A-M-C, dated 20 August 1943. 

Redesignated 

Headquarters, 373d Fighter Group. Date & authority unknown. 

Inactivated 

At Mitchel Field, New York, on 7 November 1945. GO 100, Hq., First Air Force, 7 November 
1945, pursuant to WD Ltr. AG 322 (18 Oct-45) OB-1-AFCOR-M, dated 23 October 1945. 

COMPOSITION 

410th Fighter Squadron, Single Engine 
411 th Fighter Squadron, Single Engine 
412th Fighter Squadron, Single Engine 

15Aug43 - 7Nov45 
15 Aug43 - 7Nov45 
15Aug43 - 7Nov45 

ASSIGNMENTS 

First Air Force; I Fighter Command: 15 August 1943 
Ninth Air Force; XIX Tactical Air Command: 4 April 1944 
Ninth Air Force; XXIX Tactical Air Command (Prov.): 1 October 1944 
Ninth Air Force; XIX Tactical Air Command: 20 May 1945 
Continental Air Forces; Second Air Force: 4 August 1945 
Continental Air Forces; First Air Force: 20 August - 7 November 1945 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 

Lt. Col. (later Col.) William H. Schwartz, Jr. 
Col. James C. McGehee 
Lt. Col. James F. McCarthy 

15 Aug 43 - 17 Nov 44 
17 Nov 44 - May 45 
May 45 - Unknown 

I .,, / 
I 

/ 
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AIRCRAFT USED 

Republic P-47 "Thunderbolt" 

BATTLE HONORS 

Air Offensive, Europe WD GO 85, 1945 
Normandy WD GO 102, 1945 
Northern France WD GO 103, 1945 
Ardennes · WD GO 114, 1945 

changed to Ardennes-Alsace by WD GO 24, 194 7 
Central Europe WD GO 116, 1945 
Rhineland WD GO 118, 1945 

DISTINGUISHED UNIT CITATION 

For action over the Rhine River on 20 March 1945. WD GO 56, 1945 

STATION LIST 

United States 
Westover Field, Massachusetts 
Norfolk Army Air Base, Virginia 
Richmond Army Air Base, Virginia 
Camp Shanks, New York 
New York Port of Embarkation 
At sea ( aboard HMS Duchess of Bedford 
Scotland 
Greenock 
England 
Woodchurch, Kent 
France 
Tour-En-Bessin 
St. James 
Reims 
Belgium 
Le Culot 
Holland 
Venlo 
Germany 
Lippstadt 
Illesheim 
England 
At sea (aboard SS West Point) 
United States 
Hampton Roads Port of Embarkation 
Camp Patrick Henry 
Sioux Falls Army Air Field, So. Dakota 

15 Aug 43 - 22 Oct 43 
23 Oct 43 -
15 Feb 44 -
15 Mar44 -
22 Mar44 -
23 mar44 -

15 Feb 44 
15 Mar44 
22 Mar44 
23 Mar44 
3 Apr44 

3 Apr 44 - 3 Apr 44 

4 Apr 44 - 4-31 Jul 44 

19-31 Jul 44 - 19-20 Aug 44 
19-20 Aug 44 - 18-24 Sep 44 
19-24 Sep 44 - 22-27 Oct 44 

22-27 Sep 44 - 11-15 Mar 45 

11-15 Mar 45 - 20-24 Apr 45 

20-24 Apr 45 - 20-21 May 45 
20-28 May 45 - Jul 45 

Jul 45 - 25 Jul 45 
25 Jul 45 - 1 Aug 45 

1 Aug 45 - 1 Aug 45 
1 Aug 45 - 2 Aug 45 
4 Aug 45 - 17 Aug 45 
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I ., 
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STATION LIST (Continued) 

Seymour-Johnson Field, North Carolina 
Mitchel Field, New York 

* * 

20 Aug 45 - 27 Sep 45 
28 Sep 45 - 7 Nov 45 

* 

CO:MMANDING OFFICERS, 410th FIGHTER SQUADRON 

23 August 43 - . 6 October 44 

6 October 44 -· 28 January 45 
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Major (later Lt. Col.) Maurice C. Phillips 

Major (later Lt. Col.) Kenneth J. Garrett 

Major James W. Egan 28 January 1945 -May 1945, or later. 





Photo Page 2 

MG Elwood Quesada, commander of the IX TAC, 
helps refuel a plane after it landed on an emergency 
strip on the Cherbourg Peninsula. With him is 
Lt. Col. Frank Perego, who was among the fust to 
land at the strip to refuel. July 1944. [A02485P] 

373rd Fighter Gp., 1943-1945 

General Henry H. Arnold, Chief of the 
Army Air Forces, arrives at an advance 
airstrip of the 373rd Fighter Group near 
Reims, France. 1944. [A02381P] 
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After returning from the first fighter-bomber mission flown from an airstrip in Germany, a IXth 
Tactical Air Command squadron commander relates results to his group commander and the 
commanding general. On that mission, the squadron' s P-47 pilots destroyed 20 locomotives, 80 rail 
cars, 23 motor transports, killed 50 German soldiers and destroyed a rail yard roundhouse. (L - R) 
Captain George B. Robinson, squadron commander; MG Elwood Quesada; Col. Ray J. Stecker, 
acting group commander. [A002 5'o P] 




