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VAN NUYS --- The 115th Fighter Squadron, stationed in this community, the country’s
second oldest Air National Guard unit, is now the top tactical flying unit in the nation.

In recognition of its outstanding achievement during the past year’s operations, the 115th has
been awarded the Spaatz Trophy by the National Guard Bureau, Washington, D.C. Named
for General Carl Spaatz, former chief of the U.S. Air Force, the award is the highest honor
that an Air National Guard unit can win, and this marks the first time it has been presented to
a California National Guard unit.

Out of a possible 1,000 points, the squadron earned a total of 950. Judging was based upon
technical, administrative and logistical efficiency.

Commanded by Major Charles L. Nelson Jr. of Northridge, the 115th was organized in 1924
at Clover Field, Santa Monica. In those early days its pilots flew the JN-4Ds, more

commonly called “Jennys.” Today the squadron’s 37 officers and 143 airmen are equipped
with F-86Hs, the latest model of the Sabre jet.

As a part of the 146th Fighter Interceptor Wing, the 115th plays an important role in the
protection of California’s coastline from enemy attacks. The 146th Fighter Wing’s initial
mission is the air defense of the Los Angeles area in conjunction with regular units of the Air
Defense Command. Approximately 40% of the 115th’s pilots have had extended active duty
with the regular Air Force during the past year and more than 60% of them saw action in the
Korean war, according to Maj. Nelson,

Pilots are required to fly 150 hours a year. This has to be done on week ends or evenings, as
most of the 115th’s personnel hold down regular civilian jobs during the day, Maj. Nelson
said.

Other awards won by the squadron this year include the Air Force Association Outstanding
Unit Trophy and the Air Force Flying Safety Award. The safety award is presented to the top
five units in the entire Air Force, active and reserve. The squadron, which flies an average of
16,000 hours a year, has not had a single accident in the past 27 months.




