From: Dan Pemberton [mailto:dhpinto@aol.com]
Sent: Saturday, January 14, 2017 12:34
Subject: Charlie Walton
Chris
The Association has just been notified that Charlie Walton passed away on 9 January 2017. Three
months ago he had been diagnosed with brain cancer and passed peacefully at home on
Monday. Chuck was a true Guard baby having enlisted in the 146th in 1947 at age 17. His Basic
Training was at Van Nuys and most of his 40 plus years of military service were at Van Nuys. In those 40 years he flew
over 10,000 hours as a Flight Engineer-- 8,500 of those hours in the C-130.
The family will advise us when they plan a celebration of life service will be on 25 February at the 94th Aero Squadron
probably in the afternoon.
Dan Pemberton
Secretary

The Alumni association lost a founder and long
time active participant, with the passing of Charlie Walton. He was a link with the very beginnings of our Wing, dating from it’s very reforming following WWII. Charlie was a link across
our units and their migration through multiple
missions and weapons systems. He witnessed the
growth from post WWII fighters and bombers
through F-86’s of Korean War Mig Killing fame.
He participated in the changes to multi-engine
transports and world wide missions. Through all
this he excelled in every skill and position.
He was a quiet treasure chest of information who
was willing to share his considerable knowledge.
There was also the non-military side of Charley
Walton where he had his activities with classic
motorcycles, popular music and other varied
activities. He even entertained us at out 25th
Anniversary Dinner, singing with his barbershop
quartet, Charley will be missed in so many places with so many people. Wishing him fair skies
and tailwinds on his final journey west. EdB
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(Biography provided for the Old Timers and Vietnam Era
events)

In December 1947
my brother and I
enlisted in the 146th
Wing at Van Nuys. We
had been advised by
an older brother who
had flown the B-26
during WWII and was
currently a B-36 pilot
at March AFB. We
had both recently
graduated from high school in Salem, IL. I was
on enlistment orders for seven months and
assigned to the Band while waiting for a slot to
join my brother in Base Flight. I even attended
summer camp at Victorville, AFB without orders
and without pay with the okay of the Wing First
Sergeant. I had a partial uniform with parts
borrowed from my brother. I spent most of my
time on the flight line although I was supposed
to be in the Band.
	 Sometime in 1948 I was officially on
enlistment orders and the wing relocated to
the Burbank Airport. Mobilized for the Korean
War in April 1951, the 115th was sent to Langley
AFB and I went with the 146th Air Base Group
to Moody AFB, GA. I attended a Basic Training
refresher course and Aircraft Mechanic Course
at Sheppard AFB. While at Sheppard I made E-4
and was selected to be a B-36 Flight Engineer.
Unfortunately the Air Force found out I was a
Guard call in and overturned my selection.
	 The unit was demobilized in
December 1952 after 17 months of very active
duty. I reported back to Van Nuys as an E-6 and
fully qualified Aircraft Mechanic. From 1952
to 1960 I spent many happy years as a Flight
Mechanic on flight status working on the B-26,
B-25, C-47, and C-45 as well as Flight Chief on
the T-6, P-51, and T-33. Episodes at summer
camps in Boise and Guard trips would fill a large
book.
 	
In 1960 the Wing converted to the
C-97 and all mechanics were screened to be
Flight Engineers. Those of us selected reported

to Travis AFB for training in less than 15 days.
I was assigned to the 115th for the next three
years, completed Flight Engineer training and
was promoted to E-7. I was on the first flight
crew to fly to Japan in the C-97.
 	
In 1970 I made Chief in the 115th and
was a Flight Simulator Instructor and Assistant
Chief Engineer. I later transferred to the 195th as
Chief Flight Engineer. In the 10 years I flew the
C-97 I logged over 10,000 hours and held the
positions of Chief Flight Engineer and Simulator
Instructor.
	 Near the end of 1970 the Wing
changed to the C-130 in Tactical Air Command.
I went back to the 115th as Chief Squadron
Engineer and Simulator Instructor. In 1984 I
became the Wing Stan-Eval Flight Engineer. I
retired in 1988 after 40 years and 7 months in
the Guard and almost 8500 hours in the C-130.
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